[Immunohistochemical study on distribution of transthyretin in normal human brain tissue and tumors].
Immunohistochemical examination of transthyretin (TTR), which is known to be synthesized in the epithelial cells of the choroid plexus as well as in the liver cells, was carried out on normal brain tissues and 84 human brain tumors, using a peroxidase-antiperoxidase (PAP) technique. TTR was demonstrated diffusely and strongly in the cytoplasm of normal choroid plexus cells, but not in ependyma and other tissues of normal brain. In all of 10 choroid plexus papillomas, TTR was found within the cytoplasm of tumor cells. In contrast, neither the two papillary ependymomas nor any other brain tumors contained TTR. Among the choroid plexus papillomas, some cases showed clear positive reactions in almost all tumor cells, while others had only a few TTR-positive cells. With these immunohistochemical findings, TTR proved a very useful marker of normal choroid plexus and choroid plexus papilloma.